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Hello! From National HQ 
                                                                                                                                                                        

Happy New Year Everyone!  Well, this is the start-
ing of a whole new year and we look forward to a Happy 
and Rewarding Year for SMART!  This year will bring on 
many new and rewarding Musters and Caravans!  Every-
one make plans for the 2012 National Muster in Goshen 
Indiana, The RV Capital of the world!  So if youõre looking 
to buy a new Rig you might want to wait till you head up to 
Indiana.  Or maybe you just want to do some remolding on 
your Rig. This is the place to buy everything from new 
door locks to furniture. The guys have been  planning and 
making arrangements since 2010 to get this one off the 
ground.  Donõt Miss it.  Sign up today for the 2012 National 
Muster in Goshen Indiana.  Donõt forget  all those great 
caravans,  we still have room on a few of them.  Make your 
plans today!   
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1-800-354-7681   smart@smartrving.org  

2012 National  

Muster in Goshen, 

Indiana  

September 10 -15 2012  

Location:   Elkhart County  

4-H  Agricultural Exposition  

Sign Up Today!   See our website  for 

more information.    

www.smartrving.or g 

Heart Catheterization , I am convinced, it is the reason I am alive today. Last Mon, I had no symptoms, 

went in for Heart Cath, thirty so minutes later, Martha is being told, I have five blockages and on my way 

by ambulance to Surgery Heart Bypass  in Tyler 30 miles away.  If you have blockages, it is the only way 

to tell where and how bad. Most need bypass, but not all are good candidates. What we have done to our bod-

ies determines this. My veins were excellent. Never smoking helped. Today I am recovering after bypass sur-

gery. Thanks for all prayers, we felt them. Best thanks, I could have from all you is to know you have been 

checked and are good for many more years. Did I mention, I have huge family history, two brothers currently 

living w/ bypasses, Dad died at 58 from heart attack. It is not scary, get it done. Premature Death is scary.  

Larry Sockwell 2VP 11422, 12/27/2011. 

NOTE from our 2nd VPé. 



Chicken Cacciatore  

Easy and healthy  recipe for two... 

2-3 chicken breasts (boned or not, 

your preference) 

1 red pepper cut up in quarters 

1 green pepper cut up in quarters  

2 cloves of chopped garlic 

One rib of celery cut up in bite size 

One 15 oz. of chopped tomatoes 

2 tablespoons of capers 

2 tablespoons of olive oil 

Pepper as you like 

 

1.Wash the chicken, pat dry and cut in small strips. 

2. In a medium size pan heat up the oil and garlic then 

add the chicken and brown. 

3. Add the cut up peppers and celery...stir to make 

sure they are also coated in oil. Add the tomatoes, stir 

and cover.  

4. Cook at medium heat for about 45 min or until the 

peppers are soft...do not let the juices dry up...add the 

capers at the end...they do not have to cook. Also, I do 

not add salt to this... 

5. You can serve this on spaghetti ( being diabetic, I 

use Barilla Plus pasta in the yellow box) or on its own 

with some whole grain bread.  

Enjoy!  

Maria Tesmer 

We want to start a new article in the TRAVELER .  My Fa-

vorite Recipesé..  Please send in your favorite recipes to be 

published in our TRAVELER.  Deadline is 1st.     

Happy New Year! 

 

We could not pass up the chance to express our gratitude to all of our friends, new and old that we made since 

joining SMART. One event that brought back all of the great memories was meeting most of the members that 

we met while on the Alaska Caravan in 2009 in Shawnee, OK this year. It was GREAT to see everyone again and 

even sit as a group on one evening...felt like seeing family members...well, we did spend more than two months 

together... 

This was our second National Muster we attended, and we have decided to attend it every year and Regionals 

too... If all goes as planned we will go to Alaska again...it was the trip of a lifetime worth doing it again.  

 

John and Maria Tesmer 

Members since 2007 

This is my favorite time of the Year ; 

the only thing that would make it per-
fect would have been  Snowy White  
Christmas . Ever since I was a kid 
(some say I have never grown up, oh 
well ƽ) December has always been 
my favorite month. I love to see the 
sites and hear the sounds of Christ-
mas, the decorations, music, and  

ohhhhhhhhh  the presents brought 

by Santa Claus . I happen to know 
that he exists because in 2009 Dana and I went to 
Alaska and paid Santa a visit at North Pole, Alaska. 
He is the jolly old man that we are familiar  with and he 
knew exactly where Wolf Creek, Oregon is. This is 
also the time of the year to give thanks for our friends 
and family, to be grateful that we are healthy and that 
our RV survived another year of wonderful and fun 
travel.  I want to thank Toni and Bob Pyatt for a great 
luncheon last month, and since there was a great turn
-out I got to have my first meeting (one down three to 
go!). We had three guests attend (Laurel and Jewell 
Bigelow and Sue  Stewart) who also by the way were 
winners in the raffle. We were treated to a Veterans 
Cake by Toni and Bob, and also got to celebrate Sam 
Morrisõs birthday. It was also great to see Sue and 
Larry Snyder from Klamath Falls.  I  will be taking the 
donated can goods collected at our Dec luncheon to 

the National Guard Food Pantry in Grants Pass , 

Dana McDonnell and I will drop it off on our way home, 
so thank you all!  This was a great success and will do 
it again in the future.ó I hope all of you had a Merry 
Christmas and  will have  joyous New Year and Santa 
was kind and generous in fulfilling your Christmas 

wishes.  òHappy New Yearó 
Rob Comrie, President SO -SMART 



Great Lakes  Area  

Military SMART Club  

Invites you to  

Their  gathering for the annual 

Regional Muster at  

Branch County 4 H Fairgrounds 

in Coldwater, MI   

July 15 -21 2012  

Contact Robert Metevia  517 -

688-4709  

PROPOSED CHANGE TO SPOUSE MEMBERSHIP CITRERIA  

Your VOTE is requested!  

During the September 2011 Board of Directors (BOD) Meeting, proposals were considered to make a 

change in the definition of Associate Spouse membership contained in SMART Corporate Bylaws Section 

4.03.E.  Since this proposed change constitutes a significant change of the Bylaws, a 2/3 affirmative vote 

of the voting membership is required to approve the change.  This change is to remove the word ñRegularò 

from the definition of Associate Member, Spouses, thereby allowing the spouses of all members of 

SMART to become Associate Members.  If approved, the new section of the Bylaws would read as follows: 

ò4.03.E.  SPOUSES:  Spouses of SMART members.ó 

RATIONALE :  By limiting the Associate Spouse membership to only the spouses of Regular Members, a 

significant number of spouses are excluded from becoming Associate Members of SMART.  By changing 

the wording of Section 4.03 from ñSpouses of regular members of SMARTò to ñSpouses of SMART mem-

bersò, all spouses are afforded an equal opportunity to become Associate Members of SMART. 

ALL BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED AT SMART HQ BY Sept . 1, 2012  

Please see our website for details on voting   www.smartrving.org  

2012 Southeast Region  
Muster  

 
òSpringtime Extravaganzaó 

Invites you to  

Wekiva Falls Resort in  

Sorrento, FL  

April 23 -28, 2012  

 

The first 50 Rigs to sign up,  

 get their name put in a drawing to get their  

 Muster Fee Returned.  

 

Please contact John Tesmer Muster Master @  

813 -990 -7288 See our website  

www.smartrving.org to get your application  

We have added a new caravan 

for 2012  

The Rose 

Parade 

Caravan.   

 Dec 29, 2012 thru Jan 6, 2013.  

Make your plans Now! 

Our Mission Statement  

Special Military Active Retired Travel Club (SMART) brings military 

veterans (active, retired, & honorably discharged) together to share 

camaraderie, travel, RVõing, and support our veterans.  We provide 

information for the military RV family and support welfare programs 

while  

òSeeing the Country We Defendó 



Recruiting and Retention Many forget to say ñTHANK YOU ò for a job well done . We in 

S.M.A.R.T. have many volunteers who deserve recognition. We have our Muster committees for our Chap-
ters our Regional Committees, National Committees working on our behalf, attending meetings, conducting 
research for fun things we can all do, handling paperwork [Our Hq. Staff] and local Chapter need a lot of 

THANKS  for their hard work for doing all of the ñheavy liftingò at every level, so all of us, will have fun. 
This is a labor of LOVE for our great S.M.A.R.T. organization. Our volunteer staffs are overworked and un-
derpaid, as are most nonprofit workers, but they, too, labor with love for S.M.A.R.T . and our Chapters. Please, 
whenever you can and as often as you can, thank a staff member, because we couldnôt do what we do without 
them. SHERWIN STIELOW NMW Regional R&R chairperson  

Laying of the wreaths on 10 Dec 2011 at old 

Fort Dodge, Kansas. Sherwin Stielow,  

David & Diana Hart help lay wreaths in to 
oldest part of the cemetery.  

Civil War soldiers.  

Join us for a Funtastic  time at 

the  

Southwest Regional Muster   

at the  

The Palms Resort, 
Yuma AZ. 

April 2 -6, 2012 

For more information contact 
Muster Master Bob Bennett at  

520-366-0551 or email at 

 elbobO@hotmail.com. 

SMW Regional Muster  

Cowtown RV Park, Aledo, 

TX 

April 17-20, 2012 

NMW Regional Muster  

Kansas State Fairgrounds 

Hutchinson KS   

April 26 -30, 2012 
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